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Horizontal Hydraulic Fracturing, or 
“fracking,” as it is fondly known, is a 
relatively new process for the extrac-
tion of natural gas from shale. 

The Marcellus Shale, one of the rich-
est deposits of natural gas, extends 
below New York, Pennsylvania and 
parts of Ohio and  West Virginia.

The environmental impact of fracking 
has been little studied, and as the 
boom continues across the northeast 
United States, economic, health, and 
community conflicts begin to surface.

This book includes photographic and 
anecdotal evidence about the effects 
of natural gas drilling collected from 
residents of Pennsylvania.

This book is made possible by:

A Graduate Research and Creative 
Projects Grant from the State Univer-
sity of New York at New Paltz

And the kind submissions of the resi-
dents of Pennsylvania.

My hope is that this book will  urge 
communities to consider all the sides 
when making decisions about frack-
ing.
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   Everything I tried to build in my life in Susquehanna County was destroyed; 

   living on my organic 10 acres amidst peace and quiet and respect for my neighbors 

   became impossible. 

   Hydraulic fracturing makes me cry....

          and scream....

     

   for how it has broken the land and the people...just for money.

             Rodrica Tilley 
             Former Pennsylvania resident 
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We live in Dimock, which was once the most beautiful pristine area ever.  

Now there are explosions, �ares, roaring like being on the tarmac at JFK, stench of burning god knows 
what.  Ruined landscapes, creeks, wetlands, �elds and forests, endless truck tra�c, dumping of brine 
water on our dirt road.

 And the DEP and Corbett help the entire industry along.  I am disillusioned with the USA and how 
corporate interests run everything here.

The rural people think they will get rich without realizing they already were rich.  
Rich in clean air, water and peace and quiet.  Now gone forever.  

And what will remain when the gas drillers leave?  

              Carolyn Wells
              Dimock, PA
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A man once told me he thought a spacecraft had landed the �rst time he saw one of the wells at 
night. He was completely unaware of drilling up to that time.

           Lynn Senick
           Susquehanna County, PA
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While income from the fracking industry has brought unprecedented income to our 138-year old 

Dimock Campmeeting Grounds, 

 it no longer brings our beloved grandchildren.  

After hearing about the contamination of nearby wells and the suspect EPA study of 

Dimock's water, my daughter refuses to allow our granddaughters' visits, which only compounds 

our sadness at the increased industrialization and desecration of our beautiful Endless Mountains.  

              Mac Hulslander
              Dimock, PA
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Fracking has introduced me to a growing  community of like-minded folks, who are very concerned 
about man's abuse of the Environment and Earth. I've been watching the gas development in our 
Susquehanna County, Pa. for the past four years plus and see that now 40 counties are being drilled 
in Pa.

 This is impacting rural communities, where our food comes from, and this 
will be of dire consequences for the future and now. 

 
        
           Vera Scroggins
           Susquehanna County,  PA
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No issue has taught me more about the fragile, fraught, and freighted relationship between 

environment and social/economic justice than fracking--in one word: 

 Riverdale. 

Riverdale is the site where Aqua America/PVR evicted 32 economically vulnerable families--some to 

homelessness--to build a water withdrawal for fracking, and where, very much like Dimock, a �edgling 

movement recognized that sometimes in order to stand up for justice, you must sit down and wait for 

the police.

             Wendy Lynne Lee
             Bloomsburg, PA
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After drilling for natural gas three miles from our home:

…three people erupted in rashes and other skin conditions after living and using water from a contami-
nated water well in our home in Bradford County.

 As time went by, our air was contaminated along with our basement �oor, walls, and contents.  Goo 

was coming from unknown sources that was caustic enough to melt a layer o� the bottom 
of my shoes.  

We also had a hole that opened up in our yard with unknown �uid coming from it that can only be 
described as whitish foam that smelled of a mixture of kerosene and transmission �uid...

It’s the things you can’t see that could be the most dangerous of all.

             Judy Armstrong, 
             Bradford County
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[On the con�ict over Dimock’s contaminated water and  proposed pipeline to supply fresh water]:

My spouse and I drove to Dimock because we heard there was a Enough, Already protest against 
the proposed water pipeline. He wanted to take some pictures (he is an amateur photographer). 
The place...was all lit up with klieg lights like they use at drill sites and a group of people were there 
with no pipeline signs. Channel 28 was there too.

...We parked next to the road that leads up to  where the gate for the Lewis gas well is, and my 
spouse  walked down to take photos. I stayed in the car. About 20 minutes later some men walked 
down to the car and and went to the back of my car and took a picture of my license plate. 

...They threatened to let the air out of my tires and call the state police and have me arrested 
because I was trespassing. I asked, sort of amazed,  “You are going to let the air out of my tires?" 
and they told me again that I was trespassing and they would have me arrested and let the air out 
of my tires if I didn't turn on my car and drive out of there...

After we experienced that,  Bob said, "These are our neighbors, they could be sitting next to you in 
church!"

           Lynn Senick and Robert Barnett
           Susquehanna County, PA
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During the construction [of the Laser Pipeline]:

 They had three �ooding events, one death of John Jones, (the driver hightailed it back down south 
after getting out of the hospital, no CDL), criminal charges from the Fish and Boat Commission, then the 
notice of violations from the DEP.  Then they sold it to Williams for 750 million dollars.  With all the �nes, 
criminal penalties and civil liability for the death of a local resident crushed by a truck, it was worth it for 
them.

        Bret Jennings
        Councillor, Great Bend Borough
        Director, Hallstead Great Bend Joint Sewer Authority
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I do Citizen Tours weekly, especially for New Yorkers, who have kept the gas industry out the past 

four years.  I show others what it's like to have industry near homes and schools and 
parks and game lands. 

We now have over 650 gas wells fracked in our county and more to come and endless pipelines 

traversing the landscape and mounting compressor stations which spew out tons of 
toxins and make noise 24/7.

 
        
           Vera Scroggins
           Susquehanna County,  PA
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  The natural gas industry has hijacked the state body in PA, 

     and we citizens are ignored and treated as subhumans. 

  We Pennsylvanians living above the sought-after natural resource are treated as 

 collateral damage 

  as our air, water, health, community, humanity and voices are  sacri�ced for corporate 

  pro�t: we su�er from the resource curse along with third world countries.

            

             Rebecca Roter
             Kingsley, PA
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 My  home has been broken into twice since the drillers came.  The state police told me crime has  

 gone up by �ve times since they came.   Devalued real estate.  Life in a gas �eld.  

 And who bene�ts?  Corporate CEOs and some shareholders.  If I sound bitter I am.  The

 little piece of paradise has been changed forever.  And oh yes, we have to get our  

 water tested which costs $1,000 each time. 

              Carolyn Wells
              Dimock, PA
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[Sediment, erosion control, and stormwater in relation to Natural Gas development]:

I have seen some problems due to increased requirements since 2009 for septic systems, stormwa-
ter regulations and sewer treatment plant discharge permits.  There are  goals that everyone in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed has to reduce the discharges, but with this development I do not see it 
happening or if it does, it will be with extra e�ort.  

There is development of about 200 square miles in the Susquehanna Watershed just for the Mar-
cellus shale drilling... What this means is about 120 miles of forests and 80 miles of �elds will be 
changed to either semi-pervious or impervious land types due to compaction.  There will be less 
vegetation to absorb the rain fall, nitrogen and phosphorus.  This will lead to increased stream 
�ows, increased removal of stream beds and an increase in the measured total disolved solids.

The dirt roads that are being redone have ditches instead of swales.  They are using old methods 
for storm water removal instead of best management practices on the roads and for water o� the 
well pads.  

             Bret Jennings
             Councillor, Great Bend Borough
        Director, Hallstead Great Bend Joint Sewer Authority48
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This area is about 12 to 13 miles from the water intake for the City of Binghamton Drinking Water 
Plant.  Some of these water wells are at homes connected to the sewer system and that 'stu�' was 
entering the sewer plant.

             Bret Jennings
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This bunker was where they would dump the drilling mud so that the gelatin could be recovered.  
I think the trade name is Max Gel.  What else is in it they are not saying.

Councillor, Great Bend Borough
Director, Hallstead Great Bend 
Joint Sewer Authority
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It's hard to ferret out the true nature of this industrial process.  Some folks seem to believe 

development of the Marcellus shale is a gold mine, others think it's a landmine.
 

What I can see is the vast scope of the play as it is developed.  The investment of money, 
labor and ingenuity is phenomenal.  If we could put this kind of e�ort into renewable 

energy and helping people learn to feed themselves, that would transform the world.

            Jerry  Gere
            Susquehanna County, PA

56 57



Editor’s Notes
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Most of the photographs in this book are presented as is; it is up to the reader to research the pro-
cess of fracking. These photos include rigs, drilling pads, pipeline construction, water tankers and 
trucks full of fracking fluid, damage to roadways and mountains, spills in creeks, flares, noise and 
light pollution. They include the turmoil of communities pitted against each other, and the industry.
In an effort to make these photographs understandable, I have paraphrased the contributors below:

p. 10: Riverdale. Aqua America purchased the Riverdale community in Jersey Shore, PA. in the inter-
est of converting it into a water withdrawal station for fracking. They forced the eviction of families, 
many of whom had lived in the park for 30 years, and had nowhere to go. For twelve days residents 
and activists prevented the evictions of nine families, before police and private security guards 
forced them to leave. The girl behind the fence is the daughter of one of the residents of the park. 
She is living inside the demolition. Only residents were allowed into the park--her friend could not 
visit. P. 15, Protesters and residents during the vigil. p.19 mailboxes of the remaining residents post 
forcible eviction, during demolition. p. 20, 23 Debra Eck’s mobile home being moved on the last day 
before the final eviction. The guards would not allow anyone from outside in to help her move. 

Wendy Lynne Lee is a contributor for Raging Chicken Press. More information can be found at 
www.ragingchickenpress.org. 

p.36 Pipeline laying in right-of-way next to State game lands. p. 37 - Flaring at a well pad in Frank-
lin Township. p 16, 50, 51, 54: August 2012, Laser Pipeline had criminal charges filed by the PA Fish 
and Boat Commission and paid a fine.  A blow out site in Laurel Lake Creek. Hoses suck up the mud; 
creek rerouted around the blowout. p.52 A bunker where drilling mud was dumped so that the gela-
tin could be recovered. 

Sean Breithaupt is a photographer based in Dublin. In August 2012, he created a series called “Di-
mock Proud,” which explores the effects of hydrofracking in Dimock, PA. Sean’s work can be seen at 
www.seanandyvette.com. Photos used with permission.

To my knowledge, all photographs are the property of the person credited. All contributors have 
given permission for the reproduction of their photographic work, words, and names.
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