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DEP Violations in Susquehanna County

Exploreshale.org, http://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/drilling/violations/
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DEP Violations in Pennsylvania

Environmental Health and Safety Violations

Administrative Violations

Administrative violations include:

Failure to minimize accelerated erosion, Failure to properly 
store, transport, process or dispose of a residual waste. 
Discharge of pollultional material to waters of Common-
wealth.; Failure to adopt pollution prevention measures 
required or prescribed by DEP by handling materials that 
create a danger of pollution.; Failure to properly control or 
dispose of industrial or residual waste to prevent pollution of 
the waters of the Commonwealth.;Stream discharge of IW, 
includes drill cuttings, oil, brine and/or silt; Industrial waste 
was discharged without permit.; Encroachment without 
Permit or Waiver; Discharge of industrial waste to waters of 
Commonwealth without a permit.; Inadequate, insufficient, 
and/or improperly installed cement; Failure to take all 
necessary measures to prevent spill. Inadequate diking, 
potential pollution; Failure to case and cement to prevent 
migrations into fresh groundwater; Failure to have permit on 
site during drilling, Residual Waste is mismanaged.; Polluting 
substance(s) allowed to discharge into Waters of the 
Commonwealth.; Site conditions present a potential for 
pollution to waters of the Commonwealth.; Pollution incident 
was not reported to DEP.; Failure to comply with terms and 
conditions of permit; Hazardous well venting; Failure to take 
measures to mitigate spill impact and/or clean up w/in 15 
days; Failure to restore a water supply affected by pollution or 
diminution

Pit and tanks not constructed with sufficient capacity 
to contain pollutional substances.; Failure to report 
defective, insufficient, or improperly cemented casing 
w/in 24 hrs or submit plan to correct w/in 30 days; 
Failure to post permit number, operator name, 
address, telephone number in a conspicuous manner 
at the site during drilling; Improperly lined pit; Failure 
to submit well record within 30 days of completion of 
drilling; Improper casing to protect fresh groundwa-
ter; Failure to properly install the permit number, 
issued by the department, on a completed well.; 
Drillers Log not on site; Failure to post pit approval 
number; Failure to notify DEP, landowner, political 
subdivision, or coal owner 24 hrs prior to commence-
ment of drilling; Failure to construct properly plug, 
frac, brine pits; Improper encapsulation of waste; 
Failure of storage operator to maintain and/or submit 
required information, such as maps, well records, 
integrity testing informatio, pressure data; Failure to 
report release of substance threatening or causing 
pollution; Tophole water discharged improperly; 
Drilling w/in 100 ft of surface water or wetland w/o 
variance

Environmental Health & Safety Violations include:



DEP Violations in Susquehanna County

Each time a well is 
fracked, between 
three and �ve million 
gallons of water are 
injected into the 
ground.

 In 2011, there were 
1500 wells completed 
in Pennsylvania. 

This means that be-
tween twelve and 
twenty million gallons 
of water were used 
PER DAY for fracking 
in Pennsylvania. 

Water Use  
for Fracking in 2011

Administrative violations include:

Water Use and Land Use for Fracking in Pennsylvania

Land Use
For Fracking in 2012

This means there were approximately

20,800 acres used for  wells in Pennsylvania.
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How much 
land is that?

In 2012 there were 6,400 wells fracked. There can be many 
wells  on one “well pad.”   There is an average of 2 wells per 
pad, which means there are approximately 3,200 pads in 
Pennsylvania. Each pad can use between �ve and  eight acres 
of land.

An average family 
of four uses 208,000 
gallons of water in a 
year.



Fracking and Property Values

Land fracked in
Pennsylvania

Duke Study on Property Value based on Washington County. 
http://public.econ.duke.edu/~timmins/w18390.pdf

For homes within 1.25 miles of a fracking well: 
Property value for all home owners rises 11%

For homeowners who use groundwater, 
property value decreases 13%
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Wells Built Per Year in Susquehanna County 
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Sources: maps.fractracker.org, *stateimpact.npr.org (2011)
**Violations are  as reported by the DEP. They are not categorized.

Natural Gas Drilling in Pennsylvania   
         


