
Health E�ects of Fracking

The e�ect of living near Horizontal Gas drilling sites on humans is 
unknown,  because health studies have not yet been completed. The 
chemicals and silica used in the fracking process include known car-
cinogens and toxins linked to reproductive, respiratory, and skin 
issues.  

Anecdotal evidence links fracking with health problems including 
rashes, respiratory distress, illness and death of pets and livestock, 
and higher rates of athsma in children. 

The mental health of those living close to loud drilling operations is 
a�ected, and many families deal with methane migrating in to their 
water supply.

Workers are exposed to a number of dangerous substances, and sili-
cosis is a growing concern.  

Waste chemicals and radioactive material brought up from below 
ground may contaminate drinking water after fracking.

Sources: http://www.catskillmountainkeeper.org/, www.nationalgeographic.com



How Fracking Can Contaminate Water

Chemicals or wastewater can be spilled during transport, or spread on roads 
to keep down dust. These chemicals can then migrate to nearby streams and 
groundwater.

Waste is often sent to treatent facilities that are not equipped to adequately 
handle the chemicals present in the water.

Blowouts at the well head can occur, releasing gas, drilling mud, chemicals, 
and water into the local environment.

Well casings and pit liners are made from cement and can fail at any time, and 
will de�nitely fail if not properly installed and maintained. 

http://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2013/01/25/frackings-other-danger-radiation



Methane Migration: http://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/tag/methane-migration/
http://www.alternet.org/fracking/4-horrifying-dangers-fracking

Methane Migration

Methane occurs naturally in the ground, and often escapes during drilling, con-
taminating wells and creating dangerous pressure and �amability of water.

If a well is contaminated with methane, it may bubble, hiss, spurt, or explode. The 
inhabitants will need a clean source of drinking water. Sometimes, this means 
installing an above-ground “water bu�alo” container. 

Methane is �ammable. People living with methane in their water must take care 
to avoid open �ames. Some families must shower with the door open and a fan 
on in order to avoid dangerous build up of methane. 

Radon is another gas that is potentially fatal and increases 
during fracking operations. 

Radon occurs naturally in the ground and commonly seeps 
into basements and cellars in low amounts.  It is odorless, and 
fatal. Many people have radon detectors in their homes. How-
ever, fracking encourages this gas to rise to the surface faster 
than normal.


